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(57) Abstract: An ear type clinical thermometer which allows its 
main body to be held using a holding method according to an ear- 
drum position of a person to be temperature-measured, and which 
comprises a main body to be held with a hand when an ear-drum 
temperature is to be measured, and a probe Hxed to the main body 
while protruding from the main body and inserted into an external 
auditory canal of the person. The main body has a side at which the 
probe protrudes from the main body and a side opposite to this side, 
and the opposite side is formed of a curved surface having a generally 
constant curvature in a direction perpendicular to a reference plane 
containiiig .the center axis of tiie p]x>b»e. In a4^ body 
has indexes indicating to the user a pliu^lity of main-body-holding 
methods differing according to directions in which the probe is in- 
serted into the external auditoiy canal of the person. 
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International Bureau of the international preliminary examination report established by the 
International Preliminary Examining Authority. 



2. Transmittal of the copy of the translation to the elected Offices. 
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transmitted to the following elected Offices requiring such translation: 

EP,CN,US . 
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international preliminary examination report. 
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I. This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this internationai Preliminar>' Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to .Anicle 36. 
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This REPORT consists of a total of 



sheets, including this cover sheet. 



This repon is also accompanied by ANfNEXES, i.e.. sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this repon and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Auihorit>' (see 
Rule 70. 16 and Section 607 of the .Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



Thei^e annexes consist of a total of 



sheets. 
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Basis of the repon 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unitv of invention 
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Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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Date of completion of this report 
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Authorized officer 
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national applicaiion No. 
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I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
I I the tncemational application as originally filed 

the description: 

pages 1-3.5-26 

pages ^ 4 

pages 




as orieinallv filed 



. filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



^ the claims: 
pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



3-13.15-24 
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, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

. filed with the demand 



, filed with the lencr of 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



1-13 



. as originally filed 

. filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

. filed with the demand 



. filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or fumished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

the language of a translation fumished for the purposes of international seafch-<Tanderilu1e 23. 1 (b)). 
the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

the language of the translation fumished for the purposes of international preliminary e.\aminatton (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form, 
fumished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable forn. 

The statement that the subsequently fumished written sequence listing does not go beyond* the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been fumished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been fumished. 



□ 
□ 



4. 




The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 2 




the drawings, sheets/fig 



3 ( ] This report has been established as if (some oO the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
*— ' beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed " and are not annexed to this report since thev do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70. 1 7). 

Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item I and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



I . Statement 

Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 



Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1, 3-24 



YES 



NO 



1, 3-2 



1, 3-24 



Citations and explanations 



Claim 1 



The invention set forth in Claim 1 involves an 
inventive step relative to the documents cited in the 
international search report. None of the documents cited 
in the international search report discloses or suggests 
the feature that "the side opposite the side where the 
probe projects from the body forms a curved surface which 
has a generally constant curvature in the direction 
perpendicular to the reference surface including the 
central axis of the probe" as described in Claim 1. 

Claims 3-14 

The inventions set forth in Claims 3-14 involve an 
inventive step relative to the documents cited in the 
international search report. None of the documents cited 
in the international search report discloses or suggests 
the feature that "the body has an indicator for making 
known to the user which of the plurality of ways of 
holding the body accords with the direction of insertion 
of the probe into the external auditory canal of the 
subject", as described in Claim 3. 



Claims 15-18 

The inventions set forth in Claims 15-18 involve an 
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inventive step relative to the documents cited in the 
international search report. None of the documents cited 
in the international search report discloses or suggests 
the feature of "a plurality of measurement start switches 
set so as to correspond to the plurality of ways of 
holding the body accords with the direction of insertion 
of the probe into the external auditory canal of the 
subject of temperature measurement", as described in Claim 
15. 

Claims 19-21 

The inventions set forth in Claims 19-21 involve an 
inventive step relative to the documents cited in the 
international search report. None of the documents cited 
in the international search report discloses or suggests 
the feature of "a measurement starting switch which can be 
used, in common for a plurality of ways of holding the body 
in accordance with the direction of. insertion of the probe 
into the external auditory canal of the subject of 
temperature measurement, having a form which enables the 
user to recognize the plurality of ways of holding the 
body", as described in Claim 19. 

Claims 22-24 

The inventions set forth in Claims 22-24 involve an 
inventive step relative to the documents cited in the 
international search report. None of the documents cited 
in the international search report discloses or suggests 
the feature that "the body has an indicator surface for 
making known to the user which of the plurality of ways of 
holding the body accords with the direction of insertion 
of the probe into the external auditory canal of the 
subject of temperature measurement", as described in Claim 
22. 
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Citations and explanations 



Claim 1 



The invention set forth in Claim 1 involves an 
inventive step relative to the documents cited in the 
international search report. None of the documents cited 
in the international search report discloses or suggests 
the feature that "the side opposite the side where the 
probe projects from the body forms a curved surface which 
has a generally constant curvature in the direction 
perpendicular to the reference surface including the 
central axis of the probe" as described in Claim 1. 

Claims 3-14 

The inventions set forth in Claims 3-14 involve an 
inventive step relative to the documents cited in the 
international search report. None of the documents cited 
in the international search report discloses or suggests 
the feature that "the body has an indicator for making 
known to the user which of the plurality of ways of 
holding the body accords with the direction of insertion 
of the probe into the external auditory canal of the 
subject", as described in Claim 3. 
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inventive step relative to the documents cited in the 
international search report. None of the documents cited 
in the international search report discloses or suggests 
the feature of "a plurality of measurement start switches 
set so as to correspond to the plurality of ways of 
holding the body accords with the direction of insertion 
of the probe into the external auditory canal of the 
subject of temperature measurement", as described in Claim 
15. 



Claims 19-21 

The inventions set forth in Claims 19-21 involve an 
inventive step relative to the documents cited in the 
international search report. None of the documents cited 
in the international search report discloses or suggests 
the feature of "a measurement starting switch which can be 
used in common for a plurality of ways of holding the body 
in accordance with the direction of insertion of the probe 
into the external auditory canal of the subject of 
temperature measurement, having a form which enables the 
user to recognize the plurality of ways of holding the 
body", as described in Claim 19. 
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The inventions set forth in Claims 22-24 involve an 
inventive step relative to the documents cited in the 
international search report. None of the documents cited 
in the international search report discloses or suggests 
the feature that "the body has an indicator surface for 
making known to the user which of the plurality of ways of 
holding the body accords with the direction of insertion 
of the probe into the external auditory canal of the 
subject of temperature measurement", as described in Claim 
22. 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box V) (Januao' 1994) 



4 



EP 



# ^ tS ^ ^ 



PCT 



(i£8^, fe^6^T^U^40, 41^) 

[PCT 18^, PCT^mS. 44] 



<75SSI5^ 1 2 P 4 0 3 


^m<0^#|c:o^^Ttt. ffl^igS«^<D5|^f^ii^^^(PCT/I S A/2 2 0) 


PCT/ J PO 0/0 3 7 8 1 


(B.M.m 0 9- 0 6. 0 0 


iB.M.^) 11- 0 6. 9 9 





mmmitmmit)irF^i.ti:i(om^m^n^^mmnmiim4i0i (pcti8^) (oMMiz-a^^^mmAicmH-n. 

4. [x] 

□ 

5. J|j^i)Jl [x] 

□ 



6. Si^st irtjd^i^a^tt-siatt. 

□ aifiiAfiEI€r^$/i7»»o3to 



ffni1»Hc^$tt-Ci/^5J:p{c. i5feli6?f^^flij|g47^ (PCT«aiJ38.2(b)) w^^lcj:!? 



filS:PCT/ I S A/2 1 0 (Sl'<— i^) (1 9 9 8^7^) 




S^fctJS*^ FCT/J PO 0/0 3 7 8 1 



A. ^m<Dmi-i^mo)^^m m^^pf-^m (i po ) 

Int. CI' A61B5/00, G01J5/04, G01J5/10 



B. 



^^noft^'i-mmm immnn^m (i po ) 

Int. CI' AeiBS/GO, G01J5/04, G01J5/io 



1922-1996 

1971-2000 
1994-2000 
1996-2000 



5et?^ffl Lfcs-?-7^-jj"<-;^ (7'—s'^-:^ff)^w. mmcmmL^m^) 



X 



wo, 9 9/0 4 2 



2 8. 

& J P. 
& J P, 
& J P, 
&EP, 



1.^. 19 



11-3 
11-3 
11-1 
9 9 5 0 8 



3 
9 

2 
7 
1 



0, Al (y'/i'^^^^m 
9 (2 8. 0 1. 9 9) 

99 8, A &JP, 11-3 
8 5 9, A & J P, 11-7 
3 8 5 7, A 

9, A 1 «&AU, 9 8 8 1 2 



2 
6 



9 

1 



9 9, 

7 5. 



A 

A 



9 1, A 



1 . 2 



Taj #(c:iaiiofc-5:S:g)ix-ii/<e< , 

CEj ll^miiBfiucotiieB^7t»i#ffT'fe.5j5^ B^UIISB 



TTj !l^ttiSB3Z.ttffi5fe9^ICiii«$ 

rxj #JcMJS<z>fe55:«t-c*>-oT. ^ 

r&j 1^— ^•'xv h7r 5 y — XBt 



^s:ifei:fth,oi w 

t)0 



0 4. 0 9. 0 0 



m^m^n^<r>3&m b 1 2.09.0 0 



B*ia#w;t ( I s A/j p) 

^ffiS-^ 100-8915 
m^tS^f ftffllESiiMHT B 4§ 3 



2W 



9 0 2 1 



03-3581-1101 



3 2 9 2 



^^PCT/ I SA/2 1 0 (^2'<— i^) (1 9 9 8^7^) 



* 

\ 




H^tll^#^^^CT/ J PO 0/0 3 7 8 1 



C . 



E, X 



A 



wo, 94/20023, Al (TERMOSCAN INC. ) 
1 5. 9^. 1 9 9 4 (1 5. 0 9. 9 4) 



&JP. 7-5 0 7 3 9 5, A &US, 5 3 6 8 0 3 8. A 
&EP. 6 3 9 0 6 3. Al &DE, 6 94 1 8 7 90. E 
&ES. 2 1 3 4 9 3 5, T3 



J P. 3058942, U (B ^W) 
22. 6^. 1999 (22. 06. 
^^-^ [0010] . Bl-211 

(7t^ y-/iU 



9 9) 



JP, 2-2852. 4, A (v^f^Xv^pff^iC^^h) 
3 0. 1^. 1 9 9 0 (3 0. 0 1. 9 0) 

2-30 

(7r^y-=^.eL) 



1. 2 



1. 2 



1-24 



aiSCPCT/ I S A/2 1 0 (m2^-i^<omt) (ISSS^?^) 




AMENDMENT 



JGfl/ilc'd PCT/PTO 1 t DEC 2001 

10/009595 



To: OIKAWA, Kozo, Commissioner of the Patent Office 

1, Identification of the International Application 
PCT/JPOO/03781 

2. Applicant 

Name: OMRON CORPORATION 

Address: 10, Tsuchido-cho, Hanazono, Ukyo-ku, Kyoto-shi, Kyoto 



Country of nationality: Japan 
Country of residence: Japan 

4 

3 . Agent 

. Name: (8500) SERA, Kazunobu (sealed) 
Address: 6th Floor, Yokoyama Building, 4-10, Higashi Nihonbashi 

a-chome, Chuo~ku, Tokyo 103-0004 Japan 

Name: (8902) KIMURA, Takaaki (sealed) 

Address: 6th Floor, Yokoyama Building, 4-10, Higashi Nihonbashi 

3-chome, Chuo-ku, Tokyo 103-0004 Japan 
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4. Item to be Amendment 
Specification and Claims 

5. Subject Matter of Amendment 

(1) We amend ""the main body is constructed of a curved 

surface having a substantially constant curvature" on. page 
4, line 7 of the specification to "'the main body forms a curved 
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surface having a substantially constant curvature along a 
direction perpendicular to a reference plane containing the 
center axis of the probe, and the center of curvature of this 
curved surface is located in the vicinity of the base end 
of the probe." 

(2) We amend ""the curvature of the curved surface is 
substantially constant'' on page 4, line 9 of the 
specification to ""the curvature of the curved surface is 
substantially constant and the center of the curvature is 
located in the vicinity of the base end of the probe." 

(3) We delete ""According to the first aspect, the side 
opposite to the side at which the probe protrudes from the 
main body may be constructed, for example, as a curved surface 
which is shaped substantially as an arc in an end face when 
the main body is cut at a plane which is perpendicular to 
the reference plane." on page, lines 13-15 of the 
specification . 

(4) We amend ""the main body is constructed of a curved 
surface having a substantially constant curvature along a 
direction perpendicular to a reference plane containing a 
center axis of the probe" in Claim 1 on page 27 to ""the main 
body forms a curved surface having a substantially constant 
curvature along a direction perpendicular to a reference 
plane containing a center axis of the probe, and a center 
of curvature of this curved surface is located in the vicinity 
of a base end of the probe." 

(5) We delete Claim 2 on page 27. 

(6) We amend ""Claim 2-9" to ""Claims 3-9" in Claim 14 
on page 28. 

List of Attached Documents 

(1) Page 4 of the specification 

(2) Pages 27 and 28 of Claims 



The present invention employs the following construction to solve 

the above-mentioned problems. 

That is, according to a first aspect of the present invention 

there is provided an ear type clinical thermometer comprising: a 
main body to be held by hand at a time when an eardrum temperature 
is to be measured; and a probe fixed to the main body while protruding 
from the main body and to be inserted into an external auditory 
canal of a person whose eardrum temperature is to be measured at 
the time when the measurement is to be taken, characterized in that 
the main body has a side at which the probe protrudes from the main 
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body and a side opposite to this side, the side opposite to the 
side at which the probe protrudes from the main body forms a curved 
surface having a substantially constant curvature along a direction 
perpendicular to a reference plane containing the center axis of 
the probe, and the center of curvature of this curved surface is 
located in the vicinity of the base end of the probe.. 

According to the first aspect, the curvature of the curved 
surface is substantially constant and the center of the curvature 
is located in the vicinity of the base end of the probe, so when 
the main body is held from the side opposite to the side at which 
the probe protrudes from the main body, the user feels no unnatural 
feeling caused by holding the main body at a different angle, even 

3 

if the user changes the angle at which the main body is held. 
Therefore, plural methods of holding the main body can be prepared 
for the user. 

According to a second aspect of the present invention, there 
is provided an ear type clinical thermometer comprising: a main 
body to be held by hand at a time when an eardrum temperature is 
to be measured; and a probe fixed to the main body while protruding 
from the main body and inserted into an external auditory canal 
of a person whose eardrum temperature is to be measured at the time 
when the measurement is to be taken, characterized in that the main 
body has an indicator for allowing a user to recognize a plurality 
of methods of holding the main body which differ according to 
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directions in which the probe is to be inserted into the external 
auditory canal of the person whose temperature is to be measured. 

According to the second aspect it is necessary to change the 
direction in which the probe is inserted into the external auditory 
canals depending on the position of the eardrum of the person whose 
temperature is to be measured. In the second aspect the indicator 
is provided, so the user can discern and recognize the plurality 
of main-body-holding methods . Also, the user can hold the main body 
according to one of the plurality of main-body-holding methods so 
as to change the direction in which the probe is inserted. 
Accordingly, the probe can be inserted in an appropriate direction 
according to the position of the eardrum, so a body temperature 
of the person who is to be measured can be measured appropriately. 
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pages 27 and 28 

CLAIMS 

1. (Amended) An ear type clinical thermometer comprising: 

a main body to be held by hand at a time when an eardrum 
temperature is to be measured; and 

a probe fixed to the main body while protruding from the main 
body and to be inserted into an external auditory canal of a person 
whose eardrum temperature is to be measured at the time when the 
measurement is to be taken, characterized in that 

the main body has a side at which the probe protrudes from 
the main body and a side opposite to this side, the side opposite 
to the side at which the probe protrudes from the main body forms 
a curved surface having a substantially constant curvature along 
a direction perpendicular to a reference plane containing a center 
axis of the probe, and a center of curvature of this curved surface 
is located in the vicinity of a base end of the probe. 

2. (Deleted) 

3. An ear type clinical thermometer comprising: 

a main body to be held by hand at a time when an eardrum 
temperature is to be measured; and 

a probe fixed to the main body while protruding from the main 
body and inserted into an external auditory canal of a person whose 
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eardrum temperature is to be measured at the time when the 
measurement is to be taken, characterized in that: 

the main body has an indicator for allowing a user to recognize 
a plurality of main-body-holding methods differing according to 
directions in which the probe is to be inserted into the external 
auditory canal of the person whose temperature is to be measured. 

4 . An ear type clinical thermometer according to claim 3, further 
comprising a switch for starting the measuring of the. eardrum 
temperature, which is used commonly across all of the plurality 
of main-body-holding methods, characterized in that the indicator 
is provided to a surface of the switch. 

5. An ear type clinical thermometer according to claim 3 or 4, 
characterized in that the indicator is arranged on a reference plane 
which contains a center axis of the probe. 

6. An ear type clinical thermometer according to any one of 
claims 3 to 5, further characterized in that the indicators are 
arranged on both sides of the reference plane containing the center 
axis of the probe. 

7. An ear type clinical thermometer according to any one of 
claims 3 to 6, characterized in that: the main body has a side at 
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which the probe protrudes from the main body and a side opposite 
to this side; and the side opposite to the side at which the probe 
protrudes from the main body is constructed of a curved surface 
having a substantially constant curvature along a direction 
perpendicular to the reference plane. 

8. An ear type clinical thermometer according to any one of 
claims 3 to 7, characterized in that the indicator allows the user 
to recognize, as the plurality of main-body-holding methods, a 
holding method 1 used in a case when the direction in which the 
probe is to be inserted is a direction going from an opening of 
the external auditory canal to a back side of the person whose 
temperature is to be measured, and a holding method 2 used in a 
case when the direction in which the probe is to be inserted is 
a direction going from the opening of the external auditory canal 
to a front side of the person whose temperature is to be measured. 

9. An ear type clinical thermometer according to any one of 
claims 3 to 8, characterized in that the indicator allows the user 
to recognize, with respect to the plurality of main-body-holding 
methods, locations on the main body at which a portion of the hand 
which is to be a reference for the respective holding methods is 
to be positioned - 
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10. An ear type clinical thermometer according to claim 9, 
characterized in that the portion of the hand which is to become 
the reference for the main-body-holding methods is an index finger. 

11. An ear type clinical thermometer according to any one of 
claims 3 to 10, characterized in that the indicator is adhered. 

12. An ear type clinical thermometer according to any one of 
claims 3 to 10, characterized in that the indicator is printed. 

13. An ear type clinical thermometer according to any one of 
claims 3 to 10, characterized in that the indicator is constructed 
as a convex portion. 

14 . (Amended) An ear type clinical thermometer according to any 

one of claims 3 to 9, characterized in that the indicator is 
constructed as a concave portion. 

15. An ear type clinical thermometer, characterized by 
comprising: a main body to be held by hand at a time when an eardrum 
temperature is to be measured; a probe fixed to the main body while 
protruding from the main body and inserted into an external auditory 
canal of a person whose eardrum temperature is to be measured at 
the time when the measurement is to be taken; and a plurality of 
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start-measuring switches provided in accordance with a plurality 
main-body-holding methods differing according to directions in 
which the probe is to be inserted into the external auditory canal 
of the person whose temperature is to be measured. 

16. An ear type clinical thermometer according to claim 15, 
characterized in that at least one of the plurality of switches 
is arranged on a reference plane containing a center axis of the 
probe . 

17. An ear type clinical thermometer according to claim 15, 
characterized in that the plurality of switches are arranged to 
both sides of a reference plane containing a center axis of the 
probe . 
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INFORMATION ON TIME UMITS FOR ENTERING THE NATIONAL PHASE 

The applicant is remind d that the "nati nat phas " must b ntered bef re each of the d signated Offices indicated in th 
Notification f Receipt f Record Copy (F rm PCT/lB/301) by paying national fees and furnishing translatt ns, as prescribed by 
the applicable national laws. 

« 

The time limit for performing these procedural acts is 20 MONTTHS from the priority date or, for those designated States 
which the applicant elects in a demand for international preliminary examination or in a later election, 30 MOSSfTHS from th 
priority date, provided that the election is made before the expiration of 19 months from the priority date. Some designated (or 
elected) Offices have fixed time limits which expire even later than 20 or 30 months from the priority date. In other Offices an 
extension of time or grace period, in.some cases upon payment of an additional fee, is available. 



In addition to these procedural acts, the applicant may also have to comply with other special requirements applicable in 
certain Offices. It is the applicant's re sp ons ib ility to ensure that the necessary steps to enter the national phase are taken in a 
timely fashion. Most designated Offices do not issue reminders to applicants in connection with the entry into the national 
phase. 



For detailed ififbrmatkm about the procedural adsto be performed to OTter the natmial i^se beffore each designated 
Office, the applicable time limits and possible extensions of time or grace periods, and any other requirements, see the relevant 
Chapters of Volume II of ttie PGT Applicant's GutdeL Information about tto requirements for filing a «lemand for mtematKmal 
preliminary examination is set out in Chapter iX of Volume I of the PCT AppGcanf s Ginde^ 

GR and ES became bound by PCT Chapter II on 7 September 1996 and 6 September 1997, respectively, and may, ther fore, 
be elected in a demand or a later election filed on or after 7 September 1996 and 6 September 1997, respectively, regardi ss f 
the filing date of the International application. (See second paragraph above.) 

Note that only an applicant who Is a national or resident of a PCT Contracting State which is bound by Chapter II has 
the right to file a demand for international preliminary examination. 

CONFIRE^TION OF PRECAUTIONARY DESIGNATIONS 



This notification lists only specific designations made under Rule 4.9(a) in the request. It is important to check that thes 
designations are correct. Errors in designations can be corrected where precautionary designations have been made und r 
Rule 4.9(b). The applicant is hereby reminded that any precautionary designations rray be confirmed according to Rule 4.9(c) 
before the expiration of 15 months from the priority date. If it is not confirmed, it will automatically be regarded as withdrawn 
by the applicant. There will be no reminder and no invitation. Confirmation of a designation consists of the filing of a notice 
specifying the designated State concerned (with an indication of the kind of protection or treatment desired) and the payment 
of the designation and confirmation fees. Confirmation must reach the receiving Office within the 15-month time limit. 

REQUIREMENTS REGARDING PRIORITY iXXIUMENTS 

For applicants who have not yet complied with the requirements regarding priority documents, the following is recalled. 

Where the priority of an earlier national regional or intemational application is claimed^ the applicant must submit a copy 
of the said earlier application, certified by the authority with which it was filed ("the priority document") to the receiving Office 
(which will transmit it to the Intemational Bureau) or directly to the International Bureau, before the expiration of 16 months fr m 
the priority date, provided that any such priority document may still be submitted to the Intemational Bureau before that date of 
international publication of the international application, in which case that document will be considered to have been received 
by the International Bureau on the last day of the 1 6-month time limit (Rule 1 7.1 (a)). 



Where the priority document is issued by the receiving Office, the applicant may, instead of submitting the priority 
document, request the receiving Office to prepare and transmit the priority document to the International Bureau. Such request 
must be made before the expiration of the 16-month time limit and may be subjected by the receiving Office to the payment 
of a fee (Rule 17.1(b)). 



If the priorrty document concerned is not submitted to the International Bureau or if the request to the receiving Office 
to prepare and transmit the priority document has not been made (and the corresponding fee, if any, paid) within the applicable 
time limit indicated under the preceding paragraphs, any designated State may disregard the priority claim, provided that n 
designated Office may disregard the priority claim concerned before giving the applicant an opportunity to furnish the priority 
document within a time limit which is reasonable under the circumstances. 



Where several priorities are claimed, the priority dat t be considered for the purposes of computing the 16-month tim 
limit is the filing date f the eariiest application whose priority is claimed. 
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